William Harvey was born in Folkestone on 1 April 1578. It is generally thought that he suffered greatly from gout in his later years. As a young man at Cambridge he was absent ill on several occasions in 1598 and continuously from 4 July to 27 October 1599, and this was thought by Sir Thomas Barlow' in his Harveian oration of 1916 to be due to recurrent gout. But Geoffrey Keynes,2 although he accepts the diagnosis of gout later in Harvey's life, considers malaria a much likelier diagnosis in a young man in the malarious fen country of that time..Harvey himself comments on an abdominal tumour when he had a 'quartan ague' which could well have been a malarial splenomegaly but he makes no reference to pains in his feet. Peruvian cinchona bark was not imported into England until 1639, but with Harvey's views on therapy he might not have used it even 
